Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have … or – or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: #509
Call to Worship
We gather as God’s redeemed to Affirm that: OUR Help is in ... 
 




As we do so, We Receive God’s Greeting…
Grace  and Peace to you from God/Father/Son/HS. Amen
 
Let us now Worship our God as we sing a Song of Praise #22c  “Amid the Thronging Worshippers”
For our Call to Confession:  1 Cor. 15:1-28  
I especially want you to take note of vs.19 - Paul explains the Gospel and then drives down to this central point - if we are Christians only for this life - we are the most to be pitied! Do you live the Christian life like that? Or are you playing for both sides? two masters? Do you so focus on the Lord Jesus, that when it comes down to it - you are really a loser if Christ isn't real?! That is the life to which Christ calls you! You are to be so committed to the Lord that all else is as nothing to you! If you find that you are not living like that at this moment... then I have good news!
That sort of life is what God requires of believers, but it is NOT what he requires to receive His forgiveness! If you are not living as you ought, repent, confess, turn from that sin and trust that Christ is your righteousness! He did everything to save you - He lived, He died, and HE rose again as your substitute and guarantee of salvation! 
Therefore, let's turn to him in a prayer of confession now...Let us confess our lack of dedication to the Gospel, and our failure to organize our lives around service to Christ!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Let us rejoice in God’s pardon and grace, as we STAND to Sing:  #439  “God of Grace”  
We come to our Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:50-58
Congregational Prayer 

In Malachi 3:8 we read (read vs.8). When we refuse to trust God and give to Him our first and our best we are robbing Him of what belongs to Him! And God doesn’t bless or reward that sort of disobedience. In fact, all too often he disciplines us until we repent and return to him… Therefore, Let’s worship the Lord now, by giving Him His tithes & our additional free will offerings (Deacons)
Let us continue to worship as we sing: #455
“We have not known the as we ought…” 
Scripture Reading/Text:       Philippians 1:12-30 (vs.21)

Sermon Title:
“Christ as Your Life”
* Song of Response:
Psalm #216
“In Christ Alone” 
Now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you all forever more. Amen

Doxology: 
#523 
Morning Sermon: “Christ as Your Life”





Philippians #9
Text: Philippians 1:12-30 (vs.21)  
Reading:   1 Cor. 15:1-28 + 50-58
Introduction:
 Children, What is THE Most important thing in your life? IF you had to trade everything for 1 thing or 1 experience or food  or Person… Who or What would it be? Perhaps you ABSOLUTELY LOVE Lego! Or Video Games?! Or perhaps you are crazy about Soccer/football?! Or maybe you love your family more than anything else… What is the most important thing in your life? If you had to give up all your toys, everything you love for one single thing… What would it be? How many of you would choose Church (Jesus) as your one thing?! 

Now, I would expect that once you know the answer I am looking for… then you might know how to answer. But you parents know better don’t you?! You know what is the driving desire/focus of your children, and serving Christ is not often #1! And sadly… that is probably true for most of you here. You might not admit it… but in the way you live your life and spend your time … I think you would have to admit that you are living for other things … Not Christ!  Look at how you spend your time. Look at how you spend your money. Look at what you think about most or most desire! Does your time, spending and thoughts scream CHRIST?! Or does it whisper Christ and scream Family, Toys, Fun, Pleasure, Power or Work?! All good things in their place… but not as important as Christ!

This morning, I want to wrap up our look at vs.12-30, by digging into vs.21 specifically! What does it mean to LIVE for Christ, and to treat Death as Gain?!
(Review) In the most recent sermons in this series, we have explored how Suffering is Normal in this life. You should expect pain and suffering. You should Remember that God USES Suffering to Advance His Kingdom purposes and His Gospel. In your weakness, then you see your need for His strength! God taught these lessons to Paul through beatings, imprisonments, difficult relationships, shipwreck, sickness and failure! Thru it all, God trained Paul to recognize that the only thing that could NOT be taken away from him, WAS CHRIST! And Therefore, Christ was Paul’s life – and in Christ, Paul knew Joy, even in suffering! Indeed, the more things were taken away and situations deteriorated, the more Paul looked to Christ in expectant confidence! In this way, living was centered on Christ and dying was centered on Christ. And so Paul was led to a life of Christian optimism and obedience!

Now, we have touched on these lessons repeatedly. But this morning, I want to draw all these different strands together one last time to make sure that you have absorbed what God wants you to learn here. 





Researchers and marketing Guru’s all say that you need to hear something 7x before you begin to absorb, notice or learn that message. That isn’t always true… but repetition is certainly helpful!
This morning, we won’t separate our time under different headings like we normally do… Instead we will explore two interwoven themes or lessons from this verse. As we look at vs.21 in particular, we will learn these 2 lessons: 
CHRIST lived to Save you from your sins! 
        And            CHRIST’s Life transforms your view of life/death


Such simple messages… and yet, SO AWESOME in their Scope and Application!  
So, Let’s begin by Looking again at vs.21 READ
Vs.21 literally says: To Live Christ – To Die Gain – with No verbs!
 


The absence of verbs means that they have to be supplied – But in the original Greek, this is an open-ended and powerful statement! In the context, many words might be appropriately supplied, such as: To Live IS Christ. To Live MEANS Christ, To live DEPENDS on Christ, to Live HONORS Christ. The Foundation, center, purpose, direction, power, and meaning of Life should be CHRIST! Before we look at the HOW – we must first look at the WHY
How could the meaning of your life or mine… be CHRIST!? 


You must remember what Christ did for you!! He lived for you! He died for you! WE will dig into this in the coming month in chapter 2 – But Christ gave up the glories of heaven, the worship he deserved, the service which was His, the honor/comfort/provision, the intimacy and fellowship with the Father and the Spirit – He gave that up to pursue and love you and me – And not because you were some epic rock-star! God is not your groupie! 

He didn’t need you! He wasn’t in any kind of a position of want – God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit were perfectly content within the Godhead and had no need of you, and yet Christ came to pursue and seek You and Me… HIS filthy nasty stinking rebellious enemies! 






Now… Please understand: Just condescending to talk to us, or reach out to us would have been glorious and gracious of God. But NO! God did more than that. God sent His One and Only Son, that whoever should believe in Him should NOT perish, but HAVE everlasting life!! ISN’T That AWESOME?! Jesus was a perfect Baby for those who trust in Him. HE was the perfect child. The perfect teenager, the perfect young adult, the perfect leader… He provided 33 years of perfection – living the life of obedience which God requires – which you and I can’t live! And then if that wasn’t amazing enough… This PERFECT Obedient Jesus, suffered the condemnation, curse and Wrath for sin (that you deserved) by dying on the cross – so that He might take your punishment! He provided the obedience and paid for your debts, so that you who trust in Him might be saved! 


THAT is why your life should be about Christ! Because HIS LIFE was all about you! He did Everything for you – that you might be pardoned and forgiven by faith! And Paul knew the glory of this better than most of us… For what was Paul? He was a former murderer and persecutor of the church! He had killed Christians and beaten them and arrested them to put them to death! He was a wicked cruel killer of God’s people, and God said, “I will save you in Christ!” God interrupted Saul’s reign of terror, and brought him to faith! God can do the same to any of you here! 

There are some of you here this morning who don’t believe in God! In your absolute ignorance and arrogance, you act as if the God who made you is a fairy tale! And yet, this same God, hasn’t destroyed you yet! What Grace! This God whom you insult and ignore has brought you here this morning that you might hear the message of What He did for sinners like you! What mercy! And I know that God would have me offer to you the grace which many of us here have already received! IF you repent and believe in Christ – you will be saved! 

That means if you simply acknowledge that your sins deserve God’s wrath and judgment – that you have rebelled against God, and you turn to God to ask for His forgiveness – not based on your worthiness, but based completely on the life, death and resurrection of Jesus – IF YOU DO THAT then you will be saved! Oh Dear Sinner… Do not delay! Do not suppress God’s truth in unrighteousness any more… do not listen to the plausible lies of satan when he says that this world of beauty and complexity and awesome design all came about from pure chance! The faith of evolution requires infinitely greater faith than that of Christ!


Evolution teaches that an infinitely intense speck of something exploded and created the order and beauty which we see all around us! The irony is that the best scientists in the world cannot copy the biological complexity and precision of life – we cannot create living, reproducing robots… with all of our knowledge and skill, and yet they believe that All the variety of life on earth simply happened by chance! That takes so much more faith than saying that the complexity and design of all things MUST Have come from the hand of a Creator Designer!


Now, the normal reaction is that life is so full of suffering! How could a good God create or allow such suffering! And that is the crux of the matter for many. They will willingly suspend logic and reality to ignore God, because they don’t have an answer for the problem of evil. But what you neglect to realize is that God answers that question for you in the Bible! Evil serves a purpose. Its purpose is to be the contrast to the glory and beauty of God. 

IT is impossible for us to know God in all His complexity and glory without the existence of sin/evil. And yet, that normally makes people attack God as the “creator of evil” etc… but that also is silly. For Evil is not a positive force! Evil is the absence of God’s goodness. Just as Cold doesn’t exist as a positive force. Rather, Cold is the absence of heat! And Dark is the absence of light! No one blames the light for the creation of darkness – because wherever there is light, there is less Darkness! God is Light, and life and Holy Heat – And we could never fully understand Him and worship Him as He deserves except we know what it is to be without Him in some way. The suffering and pain of this life is intended by God to help you better understand and appreciate HIM as the giver of all life, and pain makes you stop and take stock of what is real and important! If life was all roses and no thorns, you would NEVER think twice about God. And in so doing, you would miss out on the greatest relationship and knowledge that man can ever know! But God in His mercy has given you suffering that you might realize that there is more than just this life… that you might look to Him in Faith, and find His forgiveness for your salvation! 


Oh Dear friend, Dear Covenant Child, Dear sinners – PLEASE DO NOT DELAY TO ACCEPT THIS GRACIOUS GIFT FROM GOD! CHRIST DID EVERYTHING to Redeem and Save you – if you will but turn to Him and Believe! And if you have even the slightest inclination or thought of doing so – EVEN NOW, PRAY, and Ask God to help you believe! For God is the one who gives faith and changes hearts – AND HE WILL NEVER TURN AWAY Anyone who comes to Him!


And WHEN YOU DO THAT… God pardons you from all your sin/guilt! Every wicked deed, thought or word, every rebellious attitude… Those dark deeds that still trouble your conscience from years ago – ALL OF THOSE THINGS have been (or can be) pardoned and forgiven in Christ. And not because God is unjust or cheating justice. But because Christ paid your debt in full. HE experienced the entire force of an eternity in Hell, when God poured out His Wrath on the cross! So, even though you deserve an ETERNITY in Hell for your sins… by Faith in Christ, your debt is paid. And that transforms your view of death!  For Death is no longer a scary thing for you – but death, loses all of its pain and uncertainty! As our brother read from 1 Corinthians 15… In Christ, we know that death will be swallowed up by life! Death will lose its victory and the grave will lose its sting! And so, in Christ, believers are set free from a fear of death -  FOR DEATH Becomes the avenue to your ultimate reward and joy for all eternity!


Now… Do you understand Why I have been stressing these fundamental aspects of the Gospel?!

Because you will never live for Christ until you know & Understand & remember that Christ lived, died & rose again – FOR YOU! And in Christ your life is transformed! For no longer will you think that your day is yours to do with as you will… But you will recognize that you were bought with a price! Therefore, you must glorify God in your body! The life you live is no longer your own, but since you have been united to Christ in His life, death and resurrection – Then you live your life by faith in the Son of God who loved you and gave Himself up for you!

That means that from the moment you awake in the morning, till the moment you sleep at night – your whole life is meant to belong to the Lord Jesus Christ – For His glory! This idea of To Live is Christ… means that you AIM for perfection. Not that you will reach it in this life… but if Christ bought you, and He is your Savior and your Lord, then you OWE HIM the BEST OF YOU! And better than that – when you realize what He has done for you – you will WANT to serve Him and strive for perfection. And that means you must aim for all kinds of perfection:
· Perfection of practice… changing the way you think, the way you speak, the way you act and react to those around you… You want to think, live and serve like Jesus Christ did when He lived on earth! 

· IT also means you aim for perfection of grace: That you show compassion, understanding and mercy to your co-workers, spouse, children, friends and family, and fellow believers! You want people to see Christ in you! 

· Husbands, Do your wives see Christ in you? Are you 100% merciful, compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love and kindness?! Or are you demanding and petty tyrants? 

· Parents – Do your children see God’s love in you – Are you quick to love in discipline and quick to share love, mercy and compassion in their weakness? Or do you snap at them when they sin or frustrate you? Do you only discipline in anger?! God Forbid!

· Young people – Can your friends or parents see Christ in you? Do you delight in serving others despite what is cool or popular? Or do toys, friends, sport or games matter more to you than Christ?!
· More than that… To live is Christ = means perfection of knowledge: That you are not satisfied with the tiny little bit of knowledge about God – but you must be driving to the greatest possible knowledge of God and His Word that you can attain!

· ARE YOU Striving to learn more about Christ and His Gospel EVERY DAY that you can!? Or are you content with the little information that you glean at church?

· Our church offers 2 services every Sunday so that you might grow in your knowledge of God! Do you actually make an effort to come and learn? You know… life would be much easier for the leadership of the church if we didn’t come in the evenings! But we work twice as hard on Sundays – not because its fun… but because we LOVE CHRIST! AND IN HIM, we love YOU!! And we want what is best for you.
· Now, I realize that some of you legitimately can’t make it – nurses and doctors, people who live really far away… BUT Many OF YOU simply want to focus on living your life your way! You simply want your leisure before the work week. 

· When you ignore opportunities to worship, pray or study the Word of God you show your ignorance of your need for more of Christ. Worse still, you forfeit great blessings/benefits of joy and peace in the faith! 


And for what? A bit more rest, a bit more time with the family… A meal out, or sport on TV?!

 I guarantee you that you will NEVER lose out by making worship a priority! TO LIVE IS CHRIST!





 If you are serving Christ, I guarantee you that you won’t lose in the long run!

· True…If you serve Christ as your Life…You might miss out on some things… but in eternity, I PROMISE you 100% that you will say the time spent in the Word of God and with God’s people in worship was ALWAYS worth it! For that is the greatest purpose of our lives in Christ – to Glorify and Enjoy God!
· ARE YOU Glorifying and Enjoying God in your life?! IS Christ THE  most important goal or focus of each day? 
Why not? Take time this afternoon or this week, to consider what is most important to you in life… and if you cannot honestly say, “Christ is your Life” – Then repent, and Thank GOD that your salvation doesn’t depend on your performance as a Christian! You can’t ruin it, because you didn’t earn it! Christ has saved you, and in Him you are perfect – even when you fail!
AND THAT Glorious Gospel Truth is THE most powerful thing to transform your view of Death, and your dedication to serving Christ in Life! 




Jesus saves! And if you trust in Him, He has saved you! 
      AMEN.
